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PUBLIC RADIO ASKS MONTANANS TO SHARE HISTORIES
MISSOULA Montana Public Radio will join with StoryCorps, the national oral history project, to
launch the first National Day of Listening on Friday, Nov. 28, in Montana.
On Thanksgiving, Americans and their loved ones gather to share a meal, express
gratitude and reminisce. On the day after, StoryCorps asks Americans to linger a little longer
in the Thanksgiving spirit and honor a loved one by conducting an interview about his or her
life.
It takes only an hour to participate using recording equipment readily available in most
homes such as video cameras, tape recorders, computers or pen and paper.
MTPR will participate by broadcasting previously recorded Montana StoryCorps
excerpts Thanksgiving week at 7:15 p.m. during “All Things Considered.” A documentary
titled “Telling Your Story: Recording Oral Histories at Home” also will air at 9:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 25.
“Montana Public Radio was honored with the chance to host the StoryCorps mobile
tours twice, and we are excited to encourage all Montanans to participate in this first annual
event,” said Michael Marsolek, MTPR program director. “Recording a loved one will create a
family treasure for generations to come.”

The not-for-profit StoryCorps has created a simple tool kit of instructions, pointers and
sample questions at http://www.storvcorps.net. Sample questions include: W hat is your
happiest memory? What are you proudest of in your life? What is the most important lesson
you’ve learned? How do you want to be remembered?
StoryCorps supplies tips for recording these interviews, as well as simple instructions
on how to archive and preserve them. For the National Day of Listening, StoryCorps also will
recommend ways to upload and share stories online. During the past five years, StoryCorps
has recorded more than 20,000 interviews with more than 40,000 individuals in 50 states
across the nation.
MTPR is based at The University of Montana in Missoula. Its broadcast area covers
more than half of the state’s geography and population. The statewide network broadcasts on a
dozen frequencies and features more than 70 different programs from locally produced music
and news to the best of National Public Radio.
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